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are sick of cholera. The animals are bled when they are in the last stages of the disease, the blood removed, treated, and put up in bottles for future use. Virus may sometimes be ineffective if it should become impotent or die. To perform a successful double treatment, the virus must be virulent or alive and able to produce the disease if injected alone into healthy pigs.
The user of serum and virus should purchase these products from a reputable firm and store them in a cool place after their receipt; never buy serum or virus from a peddler. After the herd is vaccinated the empty virus bottles should be disposed of by burying or burning. They contain the live germs of cholera and might cause trouble if carelessly thrown away.
Vaccination of hogs
Many states do not allow farmers to vaccinate pigs for cholera. This regulation usually refers to the double treatment. Virus is actually bottled hog cholera and many state officials fear that careless use will serve to spread the disease. Other states permit the general use of serum and virus by farmers and veterinarians alike. Some states allow farmers to double-treat their own hogs after they have attended a short school of instruction and have secured a permit from the state live-stock authorities. The farmer who contemplates the vaccination of his herd for cholera should make inquiries from his state agricultural college as to the necessary requirement. In most cases it will be safer and fully as cheap to have the work done by a qualified veterinarian. His long experience with such practices will usually insure satisfactory results.
The herd should be taken off feed about twelve hours before the hogs are to be treated. They should be placed in an inclosure where they can be caught easily without exciting them unduly. It is best to vaccinate in the early morning hours. The farmer should provide himself with a set of instruments which are boiled carefully and wrapped in